ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF

WESTERN PRAIRIE RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT AREA, INC.


The undersigned, acting as incorporator, hereby establishes a corporation NOT FOR PROFIT pursuant to the provisions of the Kansas Corporation Code.

ARTICLE I – NAME


The name of the corporation shall be Western Prairie Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc.

ARTICLE II – REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT


The address of the initial registered office of the corporation in Kansas and the name of the initial registered agent at that address is:


106 South Penn Ave., PO Box 27, Oberlin, Decatur County, Kansas  67749


Western Prairie Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc., Registered Agent.

ARTICLE III – PURPOSE AND POWERS


This corporation is organized not for profit and is organized exclusively for charitable, educational and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations which qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, and for the following purposes:

(1) To create a general awareness of the urgency of the need for orderly development, conservation and utilization of resources.

(2) To coordinate and assist in carrying out local and regional development plans of other organizations and agencies.

(3) To develop and carry out resource, conservation and development plans for the counties of Logan, Wallace, Sherman, Cheyenne, Sheridan, Decatur, Thomas and Rawlins in an effort to conserve, develop and utilize the resources of the counties and improve the general economy therein.

(4) To secure technical, financial, educational and other services required or desired to develop and implement plans for the orderly conservation and utilization of resources within said counties.

(5) To have and possess all of the powers and rights enumerated in Chapter 17, Article 30, K.S.A., as fully as to the same effect as through said powers and rights were fully set out herein, and this corporation shall have the power to acquire, purchase, hold, lease, sell, convey, mortgage, and pledge real and personal property outside of the State of Kansas, as well as within said State.

(6) The business or purpose of this corporation is from time to time to do any one or more of the acts and things set forth within.

ARTICLE IV – AUTHORIZED STOCK


The corporation shall not have the authority to issue capital stock.

ARTICLE V – BYLAWS


The initial Bylaws of the corporation shall be adopted by the initial Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors shall have the right and authority to amend Bylaws, subject however to the power of the membership to amend, alter or repeal said Bylaws.


The condition of membership shall be fixed by the Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS


The corporate powers of this corporation shall be vested in a Board of Directors.  The number of directors shall be established and may be increased or decreased from time to time by resolution of the Board of Directors.


The name and address of each person who is to serve as a director until a successor is elected and qualified, is:


Jerry D. Renk


John A. Schomburg

Wayne Bossert


PO Box 726


132 S. Penn


PO Box 905


St. Francis, KS  67756
Oberlin, KS  67749

Colby, KS  67701

ARTICLE VII – LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

1.
The personal liability of a director to the corporation for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director is limited to the full extent provided by law.

2.
The directors, officers, and employees of the corporation shall not, as such, be liable on its obligations.

3.
The private property of the members of this corporation shall not be subject to the payment of the debts of the corporation.

4.
Directors shall not be liable for actions taken or omissions made in the performance of corporate duties except for wanton and willful acts or omissions.

ARTICLE VIII – INDEMNIFICATION OF DIRECTORS


The corporation shall indemnify its directors to the full extent permitted by law.

ARTICLE IX – I.R.C. §501(c)(3) PROVISIONS


No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article Third hereof.  No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.


Upon the dissolution of the corporation, assets shall be distributed for one ore more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code; or shall be distributed to Pioneer Country Development, Inc., Hill City, Kansas, provided such organization qualifies under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code as it may be in effect at the time of distribution, for a public purpose.  Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the District Court of the county in which the principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

ARTICLE X – INCORPORATION


The name and address of the incorporator of this corporation is:  Charles L. Fridkey, 106 S. Penn, PO Box 27, Oberlin, KS 67749.

